
OUR 

PARISH LIFE 

SEPTEMBER  2021 

 

 

The Catholic Church in Weston–super–Mare, 

Corpus Christi, Our Lady of Lourdes and St Joseph’s. 

 

 



PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

 The Gospel calls the Catholic Churches in Weston to 

be a living sign of Christ. 

 

 

 An open and vibrant community growing in 

Spirituality  

 

 

 

 An active community where all are encouraged to 

participate 

 

 

 To work with other Churches, to spread the Good 

News to all and seek a greater understanding of other 

faiths. 

 

 

 To feed the hungry. 

 

 

 

 

 



A GENTLE REMINDER  

 

This life will go by fast. 

Don’t fight with people, don’t criticise your body so much, and 

don’t complain so much. 

Don’t lose so much sleep over your bills. Look for the person 

that makes you happy. If you make a mistake, let it go and 

keep seeking happiness. 

Never stop being a good parent. Don’t worry so much about 

buying luxuries and comforts for your home, and don’t kill 

yourself trying to leave an inheritance for your family. Those 

benefits should be earned by each person, so don’t dedicate 

yourself to accumulating money. 

Enjoy travel, enjoy your journeys, see new places, give yourself 

the pleasure you deserve. Allow dogs to get closer. Don’t put 

away the fine glassware. Utilize the new dinnerware, don’t save 

your favourite perfume, use it to go out with yourself, wear out 

your favourite sport shoes, and repeat your favourite clothes. 

Why not pray now instead of waiting until before you sleep? 

Why not call now? Why not forgive now? We wait so long for 

Christmas, for Friday, for reunions, for another year when I 

have money, for love to come, when everything is 

perfect…look… 

Everything perfect doesn’t exist. Human beings can’t 

accomplish this because it simply was not intended to be 

completed here. Here is an opportunity to learn. 

Take this challenge that is life and do it now…love more, 

forgive more, embrace more, love more intensely and leave 

the rest in God’s hands. 

Amen. 

Author unknown 



Welcome 

I hope you are all enjoying the magazine. I’d like you to think of 

it as a community magazine and would love you to share 

anything you want with us. Maybe your memories of times past, 

your family life, how you keep busy, perhaps with crafts, or in 

your garden - this is the month of the harvest and it seems to 

have been a good year for growing fruits and vegetables. If you 

have been successful please let us know. 

I like to include a few jokes or quotes, or snippets of information 

in each issue. If you have any please send them in. 

Angela 

 

 

 

 

 

The Weather for September                                   

 

 

1
st
 - 5

th
 Warm with sunny periods. 

6
th
 - 17

th
 Changeable, but with alternate sunny days. 

18
th
 - 23

rd
 A short settled period most years 

24
th
 - 30th Wet, with increasing gale risk 

 

 

 

 



PUZZLE PAGE 

Dingbats – well known terms 

Sudoku – Fill in the square in the grid so that every row, column 

and each of the squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CROSSWORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One minute you’re young and fun, and 

the next you’re turning down the stereo 

in your car so you can see better 



Out of the mouths of babes; 

A young boy always walked up the aisle with his mother to 

communion, on one occasion he tugged her arm and asked 

“What does the priest say when he gives you communion?” 

His mother whispered something in his ear. 

Imagine his shock a few years later when he learned that the 

priest does not say “Be quiet until you get to your seat”. 

                                     _______________ 

A mother was wondering why her child was taking so long 

saying the penance especially as it was his first confession, the 

child replied “The priest told me to say two Hail Mary’s, and I 

only know one”. 

                                    _________________ 

The talk was on hell, prancing from one side of the sanctuary to 

the other, his voice raising higher and higher, the preacher dug 

deeper into his topic, and he gave the congregation all he had. 

One little boy was watching with rapt attention and turning to 

his mother, he said “What will we do if he gets out”. 

                             ____________________ 

A mother asked her son what he had done at school, “We 

visited a church today and saw a priest baptising a baby” he 

replied. 

“What did he say” she asked. “I baptise you in the name of the 

Father, Son and over goes”. 

“You mean the Holy Ghost, don’t you?” she questioned. 

“No, I don’t” he replied “I mean over goes because it was then 

he threw the water over the baby”. 

 

 



Biographies 

How many times do we go to a Requiem Mass and listen to the 

Eulogy and are surprised at the life stories we hear. What a 

shame it is too late to talk to the person about their lives. If you 

have found them interesting in the past then other people might 

find your life story interesting. 

Everybody has a story to tell. You may not think your life has 

been exciting or uplifting but we are all different and we have all 

lived through a variety of events that have made you the person 

you are today. 

The biography simply could include details of childhood or 

middle age. If you have converted to the Catholic faith, your 

Christian journey will always be interesting or if you have 

moved here from a different area, as we heard Liz did last 

month. 

This month we have Gwen’s journey in faith which Richard had 

documented for a previous parish magazine. 

The last paragraph update from Richard is quite astonishing 

and so sad.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A long and winding road 
 
It is amazing how many members of Corpus Christi Church were 
received into the Church from different denominations or even none!  I 
was received into the Church in April 2009 and I soon became an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.  It was in this role that I first 
met Gwen Hopkinson. As time went on I did her shopping and when she 
had to move into a care home, my wife and I visited homes in the area 
and Gwen moved into The Cedars. I had the responsibility of selling her 
home – she did not want her solicitors to become involved – she 
described them as rogues and charlatans!!  When she died I had the 
honour of organising her Requiem Mass at Corpus Christi – but more of 
that later.  The following appeared in “The Magazine” in November 2010 
– I have made additions which appear in (brackets) and other photos. 
 

A long journey to the Catholic Faith 
 
As a child I attended the Boulevard 
Congregational Church – which is now 
known as the United Reformed Church.  I 
met my husband and we were married in 
that Church in 1940 when I was nineteen 
and he was twenty two. (Eric was a reporter 
on the Weston Gazette – fellow reporters 
formed a guard of honour at their                                         
Wedding)          
 

 
We spent two years living in Taunton where my husband Eric was 
serving in the army.  He was posted to North Africa and onwards to 
Sicily - where he bought me the crucifix shown in the picture - and then 
to mainland Italy for the rest of the war. (Eric bought the crucifix from a 
destitute woman who needed money to buy food for her family – the 
crucifix is now in America with Gwen’s niece Corinne. Eric’s team used 
to give surplus food to starving Italian children and when told to stop 
doing this by some Americans, Eric retorted that: “We are British and we 
will do what we want!”) 

 
 



 
I returned to Weston where I joined the Fire 
Service.   
My husband Eric thought that if the worst came 
to the worst the German military would respect 
a uniform! 

 
 
 
 

 
When the war ended, we felt that we needed to enrich our spiritual life 
and we attended the local Parish Church of St John where we received 
instruction and we were confirmed. 
Tellingly the vicar who instructed us said that he would give us the bare 
bones of the Christian faith but the Catholic Church would put the flesh 
on it! 

 
My husband had felt a calling to become an Anglican priest and having 
completed further education he realised that this was not for him and 
became drawn to the Catholic Church.  He was a reporter for the Bristol 
Evening Post and decided to write a series of articles on Weston 
Churches including Corpus Christi so that he could find out more about 
Catholicism!  He received 26 weeks of instruction and prior to being 
received into the Church he had a conditional baptism as he could not 
find a record of his baptism which had taken place in Ireland.  
 
I had stopped going to the St John’s Parish Church and had been invited 
to All Saints but at the time I felt that they were just playing at being 
Rome!  I no longer attended any church during his instruction.  I went 
with Eric to his baptism and had an amazing experience and for several 
days I kept hearing “Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death” – not really understanding what it was or where it came from.  
Eventually I started going to mass at Corpus Christi and in due course 
was received into the Church by Canon Leahy.   
 
Canon Leahy suggested I might like to look after church linen but as I 
did not sew I declined his offer – he then suggested that I might like to 
help in the Sacristy and subsequently I became the Sacristan – a post I 
held for sixteen years until my husband became ill and I felt that I must 
be at home with him. A long journey, but definitely one worth taking. 
Gwen Hopkinson  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Gwen was born on 4 May 1921 and died on 6 June 2017 with her 

Funeral Mass taking place on 15 June 2017 at Corpus Christi followed 

by a burial at Ebdon Road cemetery. This did not go smoothly.   

I was contacted by Ebdon Road some years earlier to say that 

unfortunately someone else had been buried with her husband but it was 

not discovered for six months or so later and I had to give permission for 

an exhumation.  The funeral was arranged for 14 June 2017. However 

the cemetery phoned me to say that they had too many burials but they 

could do it the next day on 15 June.  This was where the problems really 

began!  The parish priest of Corpus Christi was not available and other 

local priests were either abroad or incommunicado. In desperation I 

contacted Fr Peter Clarke formerly vicar of All Saints but now a catholic 

priest and leader of the Bristol Ordinariate. He was travelling to his 

family in Yorkshire but kindly agreed to celebrate the requiem mass and 

attend the burial.  Problem solved!! 

 
It was a great privilege to know Gwen despite the problems! 
 
 
Richard Austin 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

In our gardens this month; 

 

Gather in the harvest. If you have grown any fruit 

and vegetables this year, the crops will be 

ripening daily. They will need to be picked 

regularly.  Some crops need to be consumed as soon as possible after 

picking, and if you have a glut of tomatoes, ripe ones can be made into 

tomato sauce and frozen, the green can be made into chutney. 

Root vegetables can be left in the ground over the winter or stored in 

paper sacks in a cool place. Marrows, pumpkins, and many varieties of 

apples and pears will keep well in a cool airy shed. Jams and pickles are 

traditional ways of preserving a wide range of fruit and vegetables. 

Remove dead flowers from lavender, keep in paper bags, then use for 

making lavender bags. The bushes can then be clipped to a good 

shape. 

Weed borders and tidy up plants. Clear out faded window boxes and 

baskets and replant them for winter interest. Although if they are still 

looking good after a tidy up leave as late as you can to still have 

something nice to look at. Pot up a root of mint to keep on the kitchen 

window sill for winter use, also if you have parsley outside bring it in 

now. 

Once the summer bedding plants have finished we need to think about 

the bulbs for the spring. Now is the time to plant daffodils, crocus and 

snowdrops if you didn’t plant them in the green last spring.  If you run out 

of time with all that planting the tulips can wait until next month. 

For winter bedding what about the winter pansies, winter heather, 

polyanthus, bellis daisies and cyclamen. They will all available this 

month and will give colour to the window boxes and hanging baskets, 

and if you keep dead heading the pansies and polyanthus they will last 

well into spring. 

 

 

 



Wallflowers will now be available and can be planted in the borders for 

the spring. 

 

Flowering this month are the lovely Michaelmas daisies. Mildew on 

these can be a problem, but spraying regularly with a fungicide spray will 

keep it at bay. 

 

If you would like to have hyacinths indoors at Christmas, now is the time 

to buy them and plant them. You need to get the prepared bulbs suitable 

for growing indoors. A group can be put in bulb fibre in a large bowl, or 

planted individually in medium sized pots.  

They need to be kept in a cool, dark place watering as necessary, until 

the green shoots appear and then bringing them into the light. Not in 

direct light or near a radiator as they still need to be kept cool. These are 

a good project for children to do. If you can find the glass dish suitable 

for growing bulbs, they can watch the roots grow into water, and give as 

gifts at Christmas. (I tried everywhere last year to get these without 

success) 

  

 

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

A garden is a grand teacher, it teaches patience and 

careful watchfulness; it teaches industry and thrift; 

above all it teaches entire trust. 

Gertrude Jekyll 



HARVEST 

 

At the time of harvest praise, 
how grateful we should be 

It only takes a tiny seed to grow a lofty tree. 
 

When we see a field of waving corn, 
How thankful we should be, 

for all the harvest gifts 
God gives to you and me. 

 

For fruit and vegetables, 
For corn and sugar beet, 

For coffee tea and chocolate, 
We have so much to eat. 

Let us remember also the people near and far, 
In countries where starvation 

Comes knocking on their door. 
 

What can we do to help them? 
We can give and we can pray 
That they may have a harvest, 

That they will be shown the way 
To live in peace, and plant the seed, 

Of love not enmity and greed. 
 

From tiny seeds great things can grow, 
Let us pray that they will know 
God has given us the harvest, 

let us give his seed a start 
Shall we plant His seed of love sent to us from above. 

 

He will gather in his people 
When this earthly life is done. 

Let us thank him at this harvest praise 
For the gift of his dear son. 

Dot Stone 



THE STATION 

 

Almost all of us, young and old, suffer from a lack of patience. 

We fail to take time to appreciate the beauty around us as we 

journey through life. Summer is a time for us to relax, smell the 

flowers and be aware of God’s presence all around us. 

Most of us, however, live our lives as though we were on a long 

train journey. Out of the windows we drink in the passing scene 

of cars on nearby roads, of children waving at the crossing, of 

cattle grazing on a distant hillside. 

But uppermost in our minds is the final destination. Once we 

get there, so many wonderful dreams will come true and the 

pieces of our lives will fit together like a completed jigsaw. How 

restlessly we pace the aisles, giving out about the delay – 

waiting, waiting for the station. 

“When we reach the station, that will be it!” we cry. “When I’m 

18”. “When I buy a big car”.  “When I have paid off the 

mortgage”. “When I reach the age of retirement, I shall live 

happily ever after!”  

Sooner or later we must realise there is no station, no one 

place to arrive at once and for all. The station is only a dream. It 

constantly outdistances us. 

So, stop pacing the aisles, and counting the miles. Instead 

climb more mountains, eat more ice cream, go barefoot more 

often, swim more rivers, watch more sunsets, laugh more, cry 

less. Life must be lived as we go along. The station will come 

soon enough. 

 

Author unknown. 

Sent in by Veronica 



 

 

 

 

 

 

             The Devotion to the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady. 
      Also Known as Our Lady of Dolours. 
                              Latin: Mater Dolorosa. 
 
 
The Month of September is devoted to Our Lady of 
Sorrows.   
The day after the great Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross on 
the 14

th
 of the month. 

 
It was revealed to St. Bridget of Sweden in the 14

th
 Century that 

Devotion to the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady would be spiritually 
beneficial, bringing many graces and blessings. 
Our Lady, willingly suffered in a unique way, at the foot of the 
cross, as Jesus offered His life for the world.  She felt the pain 
of His Passion as only a Mother can. 
The Prophecy of Simeon divinely verifies this: 
St Luke's Gospel ch.2 v.34-35.   
 
“Simeon blessed them & said to His mother, this Child is 
destined for the falling & the rising of many in Israel and to 
be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed - a sword will pierce through your 
own Soul too, so that the secret thoughts of many will be 
laid bare.”    
 
 
 



The Devotion consists of praying 7 Hail Mary's in total.  
Saying a Hail Mary and meditating on each of the seven 
Sorrows of Mary. 
 
 
 
The Seven Sorrows of Mary 
1.  The Prophecy of Simeon. 
2.  The Flight into Egypt 
3.  The Child Jesus lost in the Temple. 
4.  Mary meets Jesus, carrying His Cross. 
5.  The Crucifixion of Our Lord. 
6.  Jesus is taken down from the Cross & placed in Her 
Loving Arms. 
7.  Jesus in the Tomb. 
 
 
The Rosary or Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady 
has gained popularity in recent years since the Marian 
Apparitions in Kibeho Rwanda during the 1980's. 
In her Apparition to Nathalie, Our Lady recommended that 
people pray the Chaplet of the 7 Sorrows to seek redemption. 
 
The special Rosary beads consist of 7 groups of 7 beads 
separated by a medal depicting one of each of the sorrows. 

 An Our Father is said on the Crucifix to start the Chaplet 
followed by 3 Hail Mary's on the chain, in honour of Our Lady's 
Tears.     
On each of the medals, an Our Father followed by 7 Hail Mary's 
& a Glory Be. 
 
 
Sonia Briffitt a member of the Prayer group. 
 

 

          



September days 

 

2
nd

. 1666 Great fire of London began in pudding Lane near the 

Tower. Over the next three days more than 1,300 buildings 

were destroyed, although only six lives were believed to have 

been lost. 

5
th
. 1997 Mother Theresa of Calcutta died aged 87, after a life 

of good work spent aiding the sick and poor in India through her 

Missionaries of Charity Order. 

21
st
. Autumn equinox                        

24
th
. World’s biggest coffee morning, a fundraiser for 

McMillan nurses. 

29
th
. Michaelmas day, this was an important day in the 

agricultural calendar, it coincided roughly with the end of 

harvesting so at this time farmers would calculate how much 

fodder they would have to feed their livestock during the winter. 

It was also a quarter day for the paying of tithes or rents from 

tenant farmers to their landlords. 

The feast day for Saint’s Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.  

Pope Gregory the Great wrote – when angels come to minister 

to us, even the names by which we know them are taken from 

their ministry. 

Michael means “Who is like God” Gabriel “Strength of God” and 

Raphael “Healing of God”. 

 

 

 

          Be kind to unkind people – they need it the most! 

  



Puzzle Answers 

Dingbats 

1. Bare Necessities                                  11. Pieces of eight 

2. Missing the point                                  12. Growing old 

3. Just between you and me                    13. Feeling on top of the    

4. Add insult to injury                                      world  

5. Through thick and thin                          14. Victoria Cross 

6. Time means money                              15. Spying glass 

7. Cut above the rest                                16. Days are numbered 

8. Time flies when you’re                          17.Dead ringer 

having fun                                             18. Out of order 

9. Forbidden fruit                                      19. Good looking 

10. Take a step backwards                        20. Head in the sand                                     

 

Sudoku answers                           Crossword Answers               

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Editorial Team; 

Editor in chief  -  Canon Tom. 

Editor and compiler – Angela Clarke – to contact me; 

Phone 01934 647807 or email magazine101@btinternet.com 

Or leave in the presbytery marked for my attention. 

OLOL articles etc. can be given to Canon Tom. 

Publishing and distribution – Tracey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       St. Joseph’s                                          Our Lady of Lourdes 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Corpus Christi 

 

Items for the October issue to Angela no later than September 

24
th
. Please. Otherwise I cannot guarantee it will be included. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

mailto:magazine101@btinternet.com

