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SUNDAY 23rd May 2021 

 Solemnity of Pentecost 

Entrance Antiphon 

The love of God has been poured into our hearts  

through the Spirit of God dwelling within us, 

alleluia. 

Collect 

O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast  
sanctify your whole Church in every people and 
nation, pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy  
Spirit across the face of the earth and, with the 
divine grace that was at work when the Gospel  
was first proclaimed, fill now once more the 
hearts of believers.  
 
1

st
 Reading           Acts 2:1-11 

                              
Psalm                Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, 

and renew the face of the 
earth. 

 
2

nd
 Reading          Galatians 5:16-25            

 
Gospel Verse       Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire of your 
love. 

 
Gospel                John 15:26-27. 16:12-15 
 

 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI (CC) 

Ellenborough Park South, BS23 1XW 
wsm.corpuschristi@cliftondiocese.com 

01934 621929 
Assistant Priest: Fr. Michael Fanéyé 

Administrator: Tracey Nelson 
 Opening hours: 9.15am-12.15pm. Tues-Fri 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES (OLOL) 

Baytree Road, Milton, BS22 8HQ 
wsm.ourladyoflourdes@cliftondiocese.com 

01934 627137 
Administrator: Maricris Magbanua 

Opening hours: 9-1pm. Tues and Fri 

ST JOSEPH’S (ST J’s) 

Camp Road, BS23 2EN 
wsm.stjoseph@cliftondiocese.com 

01934 629865 
Administrator: Deacon Tom Moffatt 
Polish Priest – Fr.Wieslaw Garbacz 

01934 627329 or 07714 675188 
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THIS WEEK 

Ordinary Time Week 8 

 
cliftondiocese.com 

diocesan news and events 

 
Corpus Christi, Our Lady of Lourdes, and St 
Joseph’s parishes are all part of Clifton Diocese. 
We pray for Bishop Declan Lang, and all the 
priests, deacons, parishes, and people of our 
diocese. 
Clifton Diocese is a Company Limited by Guarantee 
registered in England and Wales under number 10462076. 
A registered charity number 1170168. Registered office St 
Ambrose, North Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol BS8 3PW 

Today we have a picture in our First Reading of the transformative 

event of the coming down of the Holy Spirit on the disciples. This 

marks the beginning of the Church. The small group of disciples 

are huddled together in the upper room in a state of fear. 

Suddenly the Holy Spirit fills the room and fills this group with his 

presence. Those disciples are baptized with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire. Then they’re able to go out and speak about the marvels 

of God to Jews and proselytes from every known nation under 

heaven. In other words they are convinced that the Kingdom of 

God has come in Jesus and they have a responsibility to proclaim 

this to all people. 

 

In last week’s Gospel Jesus prayed that we would be one as he and 

the Father are one. In the Acts of the Apostles we see that unity 

when people who spoke many different languages could all 

understand the message of God’s love. We too should preach that 

we are all one in Christ Jesus. If this message were understood and 

lived out there would be no wars or conflicts between people. 

 



NOTICE BOARD

PLEASE PRAY FOR - Bishop Christopher Budd who
is having an operation, Michael Feeley and also for
Peace in the Holy Land.

REQUIEM MASS - Joyce Wood’s Requiem Mass will
be on Tuesday the 1st June at 11am at Corpus
Christi.

THE DIVINE MERCY CANDLE is being kept alight
at Our Lady of Lourdes. This week we pray for
Mary Carrick R.I.P

PRAYER - ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

JOURNEY IN FAITH (RCIA) - Please continue to
keep Nathan, our Candidate for Reception into the
Church in your prayers. We will be unable to
celebrate his Reception at Pentecost as hoped as he
has to support his parents through a health crisis.
Anyone interested in finding out more about the
Catholic Faith please contact Canon Tom or Jean
Davies.

OLOL - We have now received Planning Permission
from North Somerset Council for the new Parish
Office, converting the existing store and garage. We
now need to have detailed plans drawn up (with
Building Regulations approval) and put out to
tender before we can start. We will keep you
advised of developments.

FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI - Will be celebrated
the weekend of 5th/6th June. There will be
recommissioning of Ministers of Holy Communion
during the weekend Masses.

PENTECOST 2021 - The Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales have sent a joint
pastoral letter for Pentecost, which will be read and
or made available in all Churches in the diocese this
weekend. The message of the letter concerns our
Christian Faith and our relationship to the
environment. The Bishop's letter concludes the
Laudato Si week where Pope Francis has urged us
to Care for Our Common Home by Listening to the
Cries of the Poor and the Cries of the Earth.

SILENT WITNESS  - To commemorate 53 years of
legalised abortion in the country, the Society for the
Protection of Unborn Children is holding a roadside
act of silent witness on Francis Fox Road (by the
pelican crossing by Tesco car park) from 11.00am to
1.00pm on Saturday 29 May. This is a simple, but
effective way, of supporting the pro-life cause and
standing up for defenceless unborn children. Please
go along and join in, even if just for a short while.

YOUNG PEOPLE FUNDRAISING - Our young boys
and girls at OLOL are participating in reading and
singing during Mass, as well as other activities as
appropriate during the month of May. For Laudato Si
week all our young people have been invited to
draw a poster for display and make a bookmark with
the theme WE CARE FOR OUR PLANET. Please
hand these into the stewards, we are really looking
forward to learning about our young people’s ideas.
The bookmarks, along with Marigold seedlings and
Garden pots will be used to help raise funds for
India and their alarming Covid-19 situation. There
will be collection buckets if you wish to donate. The
funds raised will be given to the chosen UK charity,
via the Church. Please come and support them.
Thank you.

NEW MULTI ACADEMY TRUST - The Dunstan
Catholic Educational Trust, consisting of 6 Catholic
Primary Schools in Somerset and North Somerset is
looking for 8 new Directors to form its Trust Board.
This is an exciting opportunity to be part of one of
the first Multi Academy Trusts within Clifton
Diocese.  If you have enthusiasm and commitment,
can take a strategic view and contribute to
boardroom discussions, then you can make a
valuable contribution to the governing board of this
new Multi Academy Trust. It also provides the
opportunity to use your life/work skills and
experience, to provide the best possible education
for the benefit of the children in our schools. Please
see the Director Application Pack for
Director-Recruitment-Pack.pdf (cliftondiocese.com)
for further details and how to apply. Closing date for
applications is 12.00 noon on Friday 28 May.

MOTHERS PRAYERS ON ZOOM - Mothers Prayers
meetings will be starting on Thursday mornings at
8.45am There will be Mothers Prayers one week
and the Rosary the following week particularly
during May. Meeting ID: 922 2054 7539 -
Passcode: 123.

FIRST CONFESSIONS - Take place this week.
Please keep these children in your prayers.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschools.cliftondiocese.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F05%2FDirector-Recruitment-Pack.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cdd9d36f091e645863d9308d9153e45b0%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637564179458652847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=g6GmwwrRZaS5oMN5%2Bv%2BFyuajk660b%2FSXnB0IdcuUdDI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschools.cliftondiocese.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F05%2FDirector-Recruitment-Pack.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cdd9d36f091e645863d9308d9153e45b0%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637564179458652847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=g6GmwwrRZaS5oMN5%2Bv%2BFyuajk660b%2FSXnB0IdcuUdDI%3D&reserved=0


A SPECIAL PRAYER FROM THE GRAND MASTER
OF THE ORDER FOR PEACE IN THE HOLY LAND -
Faced with the tragedy that the inhabitants of the
Holy Land are experiencing at this moment, the
Grand Master suggests a special prayer written by
him that we publish here. The members of the Order
and their friends are all invited to recite this prayer
by Cardinal Filoni every day and spread it as much
as possible in a spirit of communion and hope:
Queen of peace,  Chosen daughter of a land still
devastated by wars, hatred, violence. We Knights
and Dames of the Holy Sepulchre confidently
address our plea to you: Do not allow that Jesus'
cry at the sight of the Holy City which did not
understand the gift of peace may, once again, fall
into indifference and political calculation. Look at
the afflictions of so many mothers, fathers,
brothers, sisters, children, victims of destructive
energies that are blind and without a future.
Inspire ways of dialogue, a vigorous will in solving
problems and a collaboration of certain hope.
Don't let us ever get used to oppression, to
consider the struggles as 'inevitable' and the
victims they produce as 'collateral'. Make sure that
the logic of aggression does not prevail over good
will and that the solution of many problems is not
considered impossible. Just like with Your prayer
in the midst of the Disciples on Pentecost, obtain
from the Almighty that situations, even if
apparently insurmountable in the Holy Land, find
ways of happy solution. AMEN

THE CATHOLIC PETITION - The Bishops'
Conference Pastoral letter for this Pentecost refers
to a time of remarkable challenge and opportunity,
referring to G7 and COP26 and poses the question
'Are we really demonstrating love, care and respect
for our common home?' 2021 is a very significant
year, not just because we are gradually emerging in
the UK from the pandemic, but because of some
very important international meetings which could
determine the future of our planet and its
inhabitants. There is the G7 summit in June and
COP26 on the climate crisis in November, both of
which are held in the UK. Also, China will be hosting
international negotiations on protecting biodiversity.
Now is our opportunity to join with voices from
Catholics (and others of faith) around the planet
asking the leaders of these global gatherings to
urgently align national and global commitments
with limiting warming to 1.5ºC at most. Alongside
this we are asking that the wonderful diversity of
creatures living in our common home be protected.
Please sign the Healthy Planet, Healthy People
petition and ask family and friends to join with you.

CANDLE OF JUSTICE - To mark the anniversary of
the killing of George Floyd, churches are invited to
come together for the #CandleOfJustice prayer
initiative, taking place on Tuesday 25 May at noon.
This is a moment for individuals and churches to
light a candle, pray for racial justice and commit to
taking action. The web page
www.cte.org.uk/justice contains further information
and a range of resources, including a prayer written
by CTBI’s Richard Reddie and CTE’s Shermara
Fletcher. On the evening of 25 May, there will be an
opportunity to join churches across the nation for
Doing Justice: A National Service of Reflection on
the Anniversary of the murder of George Floyd.
The service, hosted by Churches Together in Britain
and Ireland, airs at 7pm and can be watched on
Youtube. BBC Radio 4 will subsequently broadcast
the service at 8.10am on Sunday 30 May for its
Sunday Worship programme.

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF
ENGLAND AND WALES COVID-19 ROUTE MAP -
With immediate effect we have been advised that
Bidding Prayers can be reintroduced and the
Offertory Procession can be reintroduced with those
involved sanitising their hands before. Stewards are
now only required for Sunday worship where there
is likely to be an oversubscription of the stated
capacity of the church, which is currently 74 in CC
and 46 in OLOL. Holy Communion will continue to
be under one kind and the minister will continue to
wear a face covering, although it is permitted to
announce ‘The Body of Christ’ for each
communicant. With regards to Celebration of
Funerals, the number of attendees can now be
increased to the capacity of the church. Home visits
can now take place by Priests, Deacons and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and
other volunteers, provided the Government
guidance is followed. It is recommended that one
morning and one afternoon visit is made in a day.
(outside hospital and hospice etc chaplaincies who
have infection control in place). The use of regular
freely available Covid-19 home test kits is
recommended for those doing pastoral visits, to
ensure they are not potential vectors of infection to
those who are sick and medically vulnerable. These
can be obtained through
www.gov.uk/find-covid-19-lateral-flow-test-site.
Careful hand sanitisation and minimising of
exposure times indoors are important considerations
as well. Over 18’s may meet indoors or outdoors in
groups of no more than 30 (plus staff, volunteers,
catechists and carers)

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthecatholicpetition.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Ce500a60cb2b548dce5fb08d91a9ff12a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637570096513668744%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BSlYTNDCeJzlbHb4l2zmEYbMIkwexNSCEEP59TCDK4Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcte.org.uk%2FArticles%2F610414%2FHome%2FNews%2FLatest_news%2FCandle_of_Justice.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542214066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QDw0wQAY%2BWEGMaw%2B3IJTBIjaIot6a4oddkuGwII5DQM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcte.org.uk%2FArticles%2F610414%2FHome%2FNews%2FLatest_news%2FCandle_of_Justice.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542214066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QDw0wQAY%2BWEGMaw%2B3IJTBIjaIot6a4oddkuGwII5DQM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cte.org.uk%2Fjustice&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542214066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JfDsxcwufbm%2BWSe9VmEXiiED1hTypMLcO%2FLsfBqiXpQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cte.org.uk%2Fjustice&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542214066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JfDsxcwufbm%2BWSe9VmEXiiED1hTypMLcO%2FLsfBqiXpQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcte.org.uk%2FArticles%2F608085%2FHome%2FNews%2FLatest_news%2FNational_church_service.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542283755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vZ5YEhY%2BGNfkc5BfXatkIKfNAHHnIh%2FxX%2BlMAk4jlU4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcte.org.uk%2FArticles%2F608085%2FHome%2FNews%2FLatest_news%2FNational_church_service.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542283755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vZ5YEhY%2BGNfkc5BfXatkIKfNAHHnIh%2FxX%2BlMAk4jlU4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fctbimedia&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542293716%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5PkY6G4t83Vc0Q0NWtkcAprsjHGL8guuL%2FG3kOaWcW4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fctbimedia&data=04%7C01%7Cwsm.corpuschristi%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb077ce1293164332217208d919e1f564%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637569280542293716%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5PkY6G4t83Vc0Q0NWtkcAprsjHGL8guuL%2FG3kOaWcW4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.gov.uk/find-covid-19-lateral-flow-test-site


 PARISH MASSES & INTENTIONS OTHER GROUPS & EVENTS 

SUNDAY 
Solemnity of 
Pentecost 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6.00pm Sat  CC       Vigil Mass 

                                 People of the Parish 
 
9.15am      OLOL     Mass 

                                 In thanksgiving for good health 
                                 of Chris Baker 
 
11.00am      CC       Mass 

                                 People of the Parish 

9.00am         CC       Mass in Polish  
 
6.00pm         CC       Mass 

                                  Deceased of the Peck Family 
 
 
 

MONDAY 
Memorial of 

Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of 

the Church 
 

9.30am        CC        Mass 

                                 Peter Briffitt R.I.P 

 

TUESDAY 

Memorial of 
Saint Bede the 

Venerable, 
Priest 

 

9.30am      OLOL      Mass 

                                  Dennis and Peggy Coombe   
                                  R.I.P  

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Memorial of 
Saint Philip 
Neri, Priest 

 

10.00am      CC        Mass 

                                  Kay Carroll R.I.P 
 

                                    

6.30pm        St. J’s     Mass in Polish 

THURSDAY 
Feast of Our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, The 

Eternal High 
Priest 

 

 

6.30pm      OLOL      Exposition of the Blessed 
                                  Sacrament followed by the 
                                  Rosary 
 
7.00pm      OLOL      Mass 

                                  Mary and Bob Blow R.I.P                                  

9.30am        St. J’s     Mass in Polish 
 
 

FRIDAY 
Weekday of 

Ordinary Time 
 
 
 
 
 

9.30am        CC        Exposition of the Blessed 
                                  Sacrament followed by the 
                                  Rosary 

 
10.00am      CC        Mass 

                                  Freda Mahon R.I.P (Anniv) 

6.30pm        St. J’s     Mass in Polish 

SATURDAY 
Memorial of 

Saint Paul VI, 
Pope 

 

 
 

12.00 noon  OLOL   Mass 

                                  John Mather-Price R.I.P 
                                     

9.30am        St. J’s     Morning Prayer with Exposition 
 
10.00am      St. J’s     Liturgy of the Word followed by  
                                   Holy Communion (except the 1

st
  

                                   Saturday of the month when there  
                                   will be a Mass 

NEXT 
SUNDAY 

Solemnity of 
The Most Holy 

Trinity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6.00pm Sat  CC        Vigil Mass    

                                  Paul McCarthy R.I.P 
                                  
9.15am       OLOL     Mass  

                                  Mary Judd R.I.P  
                                  (Anniv of Death) 
                                    
                          
11.00am       CC        Mass             

                                  People of the Parish 
 

9.00am        CC         Mass in Polish 
 
 
6.00pm        CC         Mass 

                                   Donor’s Intention 

 
CONFESSIONS                                                                                                                                          

Canon Tom is always happy to hear confessions on request or by 
appointment but regular slots in the week are: 
Saturday 12.30pm OLOL and 5pm CC. Sunday 5.40pm CC 
Thursday 7.30pm OLOL 

 

                 

  Please note that the obligation to attend Mass is still  
  suspended.  
 

  OFFERTORY COLLECTION – 9th May 2021 
  CC - £298.51  OLOL £240.07 

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK… 
      



CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

A member of the Holy Trinity Catholic Federation  

Learning and working together with Jesus  

14th May 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Decision to Explore Conversion to Academy Status and Establishing a Catholic Multi-Academy trust 

In 2016 and again in 2019, Bishop Declan shared his vision for all his schools to work together and undertake a 

due diligence exercise in readiness for the establishment of Catholic Multi Academy Trusts across the diocese. 

His reason for doing this was to secure the long-term future of Catholic Education across the diocese given the 

changing educational provision. Following discussions at governor meetings, careful consideration and 

preliminary discussion with the Diocese, your School’s Governing Board has decided that they now wish to 

consider conversion to academy status and work with five other Dunstan partnership schools to establish a 

Catholic multi-academy trust. (A full list of Catholic schools in the Dunstan Partnership can be found via the 

Clifton Diocese website: Partnerships | Clifton Diocese Schools and Colleges)  

What is a multi-academy trust (MAT)?  

A multi-academy trust (MAT) is a charitable company whose Governing Board oversees the educational and 

financial performance of a group of schools. Academies are publicly funded state schools run independently, 

so receive their funding directly from Central Government (rather than via the Local Authority). The School 

remains a Catholic School under the authority of the Bishop of Clifton and its religious designation does not 

change. 

What are the advantages of conversion and becoming part of a Catholic MAT? 

Multi-academy trusts are designed to provide more freedoms for leaders to oversee and manage a group of 

schools and create opportunities to build and share best practice that benefit all pupils and communities 

served by the trust. We feel that becoming part of a Catholic MAT would enable our leaders to sustain and 

strengthen Catholic education and drive accelerated and sustained improvement. The key benefits include: 

 Protecting our Catholic vision, ethos and education which aims to enable all pupils to fulfil their 

potential and live life to the full  

 Increasing opportunities for expert teachers and specialist staff to innovate, share knowledge and 

best practice across our family of Catholic schools.  

 Creating cost savings and consistency in service provision through bulk and shared buying power. 

Savings that can then be invested back into the classroom, buying teaching resources and employing 

specialist staff to support children with speech and language, mental health and SEND (Special 

Educational Needs and Disability).  

 Providing new leadership and career opportunities that will develop and retain great Catholic leaders 

and continue to benefit from the contribution made by non-faith leaders in our schools. 

 Promoting greater job security for all staff when unforeseen circumstances occur such as changes in 

pupil numbers or staff absence. By being part of a bigger organisation staff can be used across 

establishments.  

 Avoiding duplication of work for leaders. As a single legal entity with a common vision the MAT could 

establish common policies, systems and practice.   



 Bidding for additional funding grants only available to academies, for example, the Trust Capacity 

Fund and Condition Improvement Fund for building works to improve the learning environment.  

What are the disadvantages of becoming a MAT?  

Greater freedoms do bring additional responsibilities for a MAT Governing Board as it becomes 

responsible for the performance and fulfilment of statutory duties for a group of schools. However, we are 

confident that by working together these responsibilities can be managed effectively and efficiently. 

Will any changes to the School be made as a result of conversion? 

The main changes relate to the legal status of the School, for example:  

 The status of the School would change upon conversion from a School overseen by the Local 

Authority to an independent charitable company.  

 The MAT would contract directly with the Department for Education to receive its funding rather 

than through the Local Authority.  

 Staff would be employed by the MAT not an individual governing body.  

 The MAT as a single legal entity would be governed by a single Trust Board responsible for 

overseeing the performance of all schools and ensuring compliance with the statutory duties. 

However, local governing committees sit beneath the board and work in accordance with the 

Trust Board’s Scheme of Delegation and committee structure which usually includes the scrutiny 

of a school’s educational data and its allocated budget, holding the headteacher to account for 

performance. 

In embarking on the exploration of this move please be assured that the Governors do not intend to make any 

changes on conversion to the name of the School, its unique identity, pupils’ uniform or its Catholic ethos and 

values. This means that day-to-day leadership of the School and staff engagement with parents and pupils 

would continue as it does now.  

A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document can be found via the Clifton Diocese website: Working-

Document-FAQ-August-2020.pdf (cliftondiocese.com) 

What happens next? 

A formal consultation process will be undertaken by the Governors which will invite everyone associated with 

our School to submit their views, ask questions and/or share feedback. Following the completion of due 

diligence and careful consideration of the formal consultation feedback the Governors will then meet to make 

a final decision. 

Yours sincerely 

Nicola Scribens                                    Helen Taylor                                      Rebecca Suik 

Chair of Governors                                      Executive Headteacher                                      Head of School 

Executive Head: Mrs Helen Taylor                                                                 Head of School: Mrs Rebecca Suik  

       Corpus Christi Catholic Primary School, Ellenborough Park South Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1XW  

Telephone: 01934 621919 

Email:Office@corpuschristiweston.co.uk                                          Website: www.corpuschristiweston.co.uk 


