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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

 The Gospel calls the Catholic Churches in Weston to be a living 
sign of Christ 

 

 

 

 An open and vibrant community growing in Spirituality 
 

 

 

 An active community where all are encouraged to participate. 
 

 

 

 To work with other Churches, to spread the Good News to all and 
seek a greater understanding of other faiths. 

 
 
 
 

 To feed the hungry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Easter- Reaction to the Resurrection 

In the Resurrection accounts in St John’s Gospel we have many different 

reactions to the news that Jesus is risen. There is the perplexity of St Peter, 

the faith of the Beloved Disciple, the belief of St Mary Magdalene and the 

other disciples once they had seen the Risen Lord or the refusal to believe 

of St Thomas. What is our reaction to the Resurrection? We have the 

witness of the accounts in the New Testament. Can we have the “ninth 

beatitude” that Jesus announces after he speaks to Thomas eight days after 

his resurrection: “Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe” (Jn 

20:29).  

 

I wish you a joyful Easter season. May you know the presence of the Risen 

Lord in your lives. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. 

 

 

 

Canon Tom 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome 

Here are our news and views for this month. If you have any interesting 

items you think our parishioners would like to hear about, we would love to 

hear from you. 

Our gardens will be waking up now.  Please let us see photos of yours. We 

love photos of your pets, anything you see on your walks. Your memories 

are of particular interest. 

If you know of a local charity please let us have some information about 

them. 

If you have been making things to keep busy or have taken on a new 

challenge through these very strange times, do please let us know. We 

would love to hear from you. 

Angela.    

 

A Covid Lockdown Poem 

I won’t arise and go now, and go to Innisfree; 

I’ll sanitize the doorknob and make a cup of tea. 

I won’t go down to the sea again; I won’t go out at all,  

I’ll wander lonely as a cloud from the kitchen to the hall. 

There’s a green-eyed yellow monster to the north of Katmandu 

But I shan’t be seeing him just yet and nor, I think, will you. 

While the dawn comes up like thunder on the road to Mandalay 

I’ll make my bit of supper and eat it off a tray. 

I shall not speed my bonnie boat across the sea to Skye 

Or take the rolling English road from Birmingham to Rye. 

About the woodland, just right now, I am not free to go 

To see the ‘Keep Out’ posters or the cherry hung with snow, 

And no, I won’t be travelling much, within the realms of gold, 

Or get me to Milford Haven. All that’s been put on hold. 

Give me your hands, I shan’t request, albeit we are friends 

Nor come within a mile of you, until this virus ends. 

Author unknown - sent in by Dot. 



 

 

 

Marie’s Riddles 

1. How can you make six into an odd number? 
2. How many seconds are there in January? 
3. What grows up while growing down? 
4. I am served at the table, in gatherings of two or four. I am small, white 

and round. You’ll lose some, that’s part of the fun. What am I? 
 

For the children 

5. The more of this there is, the less you see. What is it? 
6. What has many teeth but can’t bite. 
7. What word begins with an ‘e’ and only contains one letter. 

 
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Lord is my Shepherd 
 

A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise 

one of the most quoted passages in the Bible – Psalm 23 – She gave 

the youngsters a month to memorise the short Psalm. Little Richard 

was excited about the task, but he just couldn’t memorise things very 

well. On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in 

front of the congregation, Richard was very nervous. When it was 

finally his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly “The 

Lord is my shepherd and…… 

That’s all I need to know”. 

 

“I came across this article which reminded me of the simplicity of 

Jesus’ love for us and how we forget this in the complexity of our busy 

lives, it also made me smile”. 

 

Angela Dee 



 

 

Let’s celebrate spring, most lovely of the seasons, enjoy the blossoming of 

the cherry trees, bluebells in the wood, the first robin singing, how beautiful 

the fresh green is, how delicious the air is to breathe, how good it is to be 

alive. 

Spring clean – open the windows to the first mild breeze, sweep, shake out 

and throw away. Change the duvet, put away winter clothes, shoe out the 

old, give away things you no longer want, see the world through sparkly 

clear windows. Organise boxes and bags, drawers anything that can hold 

things, tuck everything away all having their own space.  

Let life take its time and flow with its own rhythm. Poetry and wise words 

should be at the heart of life. 

Do you remember Mole in the Wind in the Willows, who felt the urge so 

strongly, that he flung down his whitewashing brush and fought his way 

upward muttering to himself “Up we go! Up we go!” until at last - pop - his 

snout came into the sunlight, and he found himself rolling in the warm grass 

of a great meadow (If you do this, please let us know). 

We can sympathise with his excitement, too. Let’s get out, let’s try 

something new. We want sunlight, primroses, birds singing, something new 

to do. (All within current guidelines of course), something different to wear 

And something different to eat, lighter fresher meals are in order. 

Bring spring inside, a twig of hawthorn with buds, a pot of crocus or daffodils 

in a vase. Pause – birds singing, buds bursting, spring will bloom around 

you in a flurry. Stop on the way to the car. Sit down on a park bench. Lean 

on a rail. Breathe in and move on. 

 

 



Loveliest of trees the cherry now 

Is hung with bloom along the bough 

And stands about the woodland ride 

Wearing white for Eastertide. 

Now of my three-score years and ten, 

Twenty will not come again, 

And take from seventy but a score, 

That only leaves me fifty more. 

And since to look at things in bloom, 

Fifty springs leave little room, 

About the woodlands I will go 

To see the cherry hung with snow. 

A. E. Houseman (1859-1936)                                   Sent in by Margaret 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

An Easter Meditation 

In the glorious Easter story 

A troubled world can find 

Blessed assurance 

And enduring peace of mind 

For though we grow discouraged 

In this world we are living in, 

There is comfort in just knowing 

That God triumphed over sin. 

For our Saviour’s Resurrection 

Was God’s way of telling men 

That in Christ we are eternal 

And in him we live again! 

 

Author unknown – sent in by Dorothy 



April 
The Month of the Holy Eucharist 

 
 
 
Generally, April is the month of Easter.  Palm Sunday, the start of Holy week 
and Maundy Thursday or Holy Thursday is the first of the Liturgical 
celebrations of the Easter Triduum.  On Holy Thursday evening, we 
commemorate the Mass of the Last Supper when Our Lord washed the 
Apostles feet and instituted the Holy Eucharist.   
 
 
 

The Penny Catechism states 
 
266. What is the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist? 
The Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist is the true Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ, together with His Soul and Divinity, under the appearances of bread 
and wine. 
 
269. Why has Christ given Himself to us in the Holy Eucharist? 
Christ has given Himself in the Holy Eucharist to be the life and the food of 
our souls. 
“Anyone who eats this Bread will live forever and the Bread that I shall give 
is My Flesh, for the life of the world” John 6: 51. 
 
278. Is the Holy Mass one and the same Sacrifice with that of the 
Cross? 
The Holy Mass is one and the same Sacrifice with that of the Cross, in as 
much as Christ, who offered Himself, a bleeding Victim, on the Cross to His 
Heavenly Father, continues to offer Himself on the Altar, through the Ministry 
of His Priests. 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 



 

Holy Eucharist Novena 

 
I thank You Jesus, my Redeemer, for coming upon the earth for our sake 
and for instituting the adorable Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist in order to 
remain with us until the end of time. 
 
I thank You, my Jesus, for giving Yourself to me in the Blessed Sacrament 
and becoming food for my salvation. 
 
I thank You, Divine Priest, for Sacrificing Yourself on the Altar of the Cross, 
continuing this Sacrificial offering daily upon our Altars. 
 
In union with the offering of Yourself to the Father in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, I ask for this special intention. (Mention your request) 

 
If it be Your Holy Will, please grant my request. Through You I also hope to 
receive the Grace of perseverance in Your love and faithful service, a Holy 
death and happiness with You in Eternity. 
 
I believe and profess that the Holy Eucharist is truly Your most Precious 
Body and Your life giving Blood.  May I worthily receive this Sacrament for 
remission of all my sins and life everlasting Amen 
I also like to add. 
Thank you, my Lord and my God for continuing to inspire men into the 
Priesthood, enabling us to receive You in Holy Communion. 
Please grant us more Vocations to the Priesthood, Permanent Diaconate 
and Religious Life.   
Immaculate Heart of Mary wrap your Holy Mantle around all Priests, caring, 
helping and supporting them in all their needs. Amen. 
 
Sonia 
A member of the Prayer Group. 
 

 

 

 



Live each day as if it was your last, and garden as though you will live forever. 

 

 

Our gardens in April 

 

The gardens are looking really good now. The spring bedding should be 

making a colourful splash, in the garden beds celandines, forget me nots 

and primroses will all be showing their heads.  

 

 

Lawns can be looking a bit tired and thin and may need feeding and could 

need reseeding in some areas and now the weekly mowing starts. Spring 

bulbs are making a stunning show now. Dead head them as they fade to 

stop them from reseeding. 

Remove any suckers on roses and feed them. Check them to see if there 

are any signs of black spot. If there is spray them as the leaves start to 

unfurl. 

Prune spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia once the flowers have 

faded.  

It should be warm enough to move planters and large tubs outdoors, maybe 

towards the end of the month. Summer bulbs can be planted up to the end 

of the month. 

At the end of the month small pots of herbs will start to appear in garden 

centres, and a herb garden could be started. It could be just a few herbs by 

the back door, or if there is space in the garden nearby they can be planted 

into the ground. Make sure it is warm enough as most herbs are 

Mediterranean, and generally like a sunny spot. It is worth having larger 

tubs of rosemary and bay somewhere in the garden as these are the most 

useful of plants, but are shrub like and need a fairly large tub to themselves. 

Thyme also likes to be on its own in a pot and needs a warm sunny place. 

 



What herb goes with which dish? 

 

If you are using fresh herbs, tie bunches of whichever herbs you have chosen together 

with thin string and put in the casserole dish, and remove at the end. If using dried 

herbs they can be enclosed in little squares of muslin and put straight into the 

casserole at the start of cooking and removed at the end. 

Bouquet Garni – The usual ingredients are a sprig of thyme and rosemary, two sprigs 

of parsley and a bay leaf. Other additions such as basil, marjoram, a blade of mace, 

couple of cloves, crushed clove of garlic can all be wrapped in muslin. 

 

Or try these combinations; 

Beef and lamb – sage, rosemary, bay leaf, marjoram 

Chicken – tarragon, thyme, parsley, marjoram rosemary. 

Fish – dill, tarragon, lemon balm, bay, parsley 

Pork – marjoram, rosemary, sage,  

Salads – chives, oregano, parsley. 

Vegetables - parsley, chives are very good in potato salad, 

New potatoes love mint as do fresh garden peas. Sprinkle a small amount of chopped 

mint onto strawberries and cream. Basil is very good with tomatoes. 

Eggs – chives, parsley, thyme, marjoram (lift an omelette when added). 

 

 

Herbs to grow on a kitchen window sill. 

 

For shady sills – parsley, chives, mint 

For sunny sills – basil, lavender, coriander and thyme as well as chives and parsley. 

Keep them well watered and keep picking the herbs to keep the plants bushy.  

The lavender and thyme will get eventually too large and will need to go outside. 

 

 



Spring containers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The appearance of crocus, mini daffodils and mini - Iris really cheered us up after the 

cold, dull, dark winter days. 

Our cyclamen succumbed to the frosty weather, so we bought some primroses to 

replace them.” 

 

Liz and John. 

 

 

 

April 29th - St Catherine of Siena 1333–1380 

 

A member of the Dominican Third Order, Catherine Benincasa was the youngest of 

twenty or more children of a Sienese Dyer. She devoted time to prayer and penance, 

helping the sick in hospital. She later journeyed in a call to reform and repentance. In 

the last five years of her life, she was involved in the politics of Church and State 

working for the return of the papacy from Avignon to Rome. This makes her one of the 

leading figures of the fourteenth century. Both a contemplative and ascetic, her writings 

are remarkable for their spirituality and theology. 

 



Easter eggs 

                                                                           

 

The humble egg has been used by many cultures and 

religions throughout history as a symbol of new life and new 

beginnings. 

 

 

Decorating eggs for Easter is a tradition that dates back to at least the 13th century – 

eggs were formerly forbidden during Lent, so people would paint and decorate them to 

mark the end of the period of penance and fasting and then eat them at Easter as a 

celebration. 

 

Chocolate eggs made their appearance at Easter during Victorian 

times, J S Fry of Bristol made the first chocolate egg in the UK in 

1873. 

Cadbury launched its version 2 years later. Decorated by hand to 

suit Victorian tastes, they were made from dark chocolate and 

weren’t for everyone being an expensive and luxury gift. 

It wasn’t until the 1950’s when new developments in production and packaging lowered 

costs that every-body could enjoy Easter eggs.  

                  

The animal most closely linked to Easter eggs is the bunny, which by tradition was not 

a rabbit but a hare, and it is the hare that hides brightly coloured eggs for children to 

hunt for on Easter morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St George, Patron Saint of England. 

 

Very little is known about St. George’s early life, but it is thought he was a high- 

ranking Roman soldier, of Greek descent, from Cappodocia who was martyred for 

refusing to renounce his Christian faith in around AD303. 

He has been especially venerated as a military saint since the Crusades. 

The saint’s veneration dates to 5th Century, and possibly the 4th. The addition of the 

dragon legend dates to the 11th Century. In the Middle Ages the dragon was said to 

represent the Devil. 

King Edward III made him the Patron Saint of England when he formed the Order of 

the Garter in St Georges name in 1350 and his reputation grew when King Henry V 

invoked his name at the battle of Agincourt.  

Shakespeare made sure that nobody would forget St George, and has King Henry 

finishing his speech with the famous phrase “Cry God for Harry, England and St 

George!” A piece of trivia – Shakespeare was born on or around St George’s day 

1564, and if the story is to be believed died on St George’s day 1616. 

St George’s tomb is in Lod, Israel. 

 

England’s national flower is the Tudor rose, a combination of the red rose of the House 

of Lancaster and the white rose of the House of York, adopted by King Henry VII in 

1485 at the end of the wars of the roses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
 



 

 

The Robin topped the poll of over 200,000 people to become 

the UK’s national bird.         

 

 

 

 

It is hard to define a national dish for England, Scotland has the haggis, Wales a dish 

of Cawl, but it was difficult to find an English main food. 

 

There is of course the historic roast beef of Old England, but this was never adopted 

as a national dish. The nation’s favourite meal in a poll was, would you believe it, 

cottage pie, typically English, but is that directly linked to our country, and what of fish 

and chips; certainly this is another dish that is typically ours.  

Apple pies have been eaten in this country since the Middle Ages, so could be classed 

as our oldest dish, and what about the Great British breakfast, so loved of working 

men, hotels and B & B’s. Then there are the famous regional foods, Cornish pasties, 

Melton Mowbray pork pies, Stilton and Cheddar cheeses, Eccles cakes, West Country 

cream teas, and we must not forget home grown strawberries and cream - the list goes 

on.   

In recent years we have also adopted dishes from other countries – Indian and 

Chinese cuisine for example. 

 

Perhaps we as a nation have eclectic tastes and will happily accept and eat a wide 

range of foods. Could that be our collective national dish? 

 

What are your thoughts – do let me know, which would you say is a typically English 

meal. Mine would be cottage pie with locally grown fresh vegetables, followed by apple 

pie and custard and a cream tea in the afternoon (I will never be skinny). 

 

Angela 

 



Incompetent Criminals                            

 

1933 – Paris – France 

 

A Parisian thief sought to rob an antique dealer wearing a 15th. 

Century suit of armour. He assumed it would both terrify his victim 

and serve as a disguise. The noise he made meant his presence 

was immediately apparent. The owner of the property knocked the thief off balance 

and dropped a sideboard over him which bent the breastplate. He was caught and then 

could not get out of the suit with the result he had to be fed through the visor for the 

next 24hrs. 

 

.1971 – Billericay, Essex – England 

 

Robbing a Post Office is a serious business and requires proper research and 

preparation. The robbers, the Mountnessing Gang made preparations. They stole a car 

and obtained sawn off shotguns. They determined Thursday was the day offering the 

possibility of maximum returns. They roared up to the building and stormed in. The 

person behind the counter, Mrs. Gertrude Haylock, explained there was £6 in the till, to 

which the robbers were welcome. Sadly, from the robbers’ point of view, the Post office 

had closed in 1959, twelve years prior, Gertrude later explained the robbers must have 

been very disappointed. 

 

1975 – Royal Bank of Scotland – Rothesay – Scotland 

 

Three men decided to rob the Royal Bank of Scotland in Rothesay. They succeeded in 

getting stuck in the revolving doors. The bank staff extricated them. The three robbers 

returned and explained they were there to rob the bank and demanded £5,000 in cash. 

The Chief Cashier laughed since he assumed it was a practical joke. At which point 

one of the criminals jumped over the bank counter from which he fell clutching his 

ankle. The remaining miscreants fled having received nothing. 

 

 

 



 

2008 – Bournemouth – England 

Kevin Staples attempted to rob an Off Licence in Bournemouth. He threatened the staff 

with a bread knife. It was explained by the sales assistant she had no access to the 

money. Kevin swore and stole some cigarettes instead. He then left the shop. Two 

days later Kevin tried robbing a shop in Crawley. The staff laughed at him at which 

point Kevin used some expletives, punched the security guard and left the shop. 

Sadly Kevin suffers from severe arthritis, back problems and needed a hip 

replacement. He walked with the aid of a Zimmer frame. His escape was not rapid and 

he was quickly apprehended. 

 

2017 – Birmingham – England 

A man noticed that an extractor Unit had been removed and took this as an invitation 

to rob a chicken shop in Birmingham. He embarked on his enterprise at 2am. The 

problem was he got stuck and remained stuck for the next seven hours at which point 

the Fire Brigade rescued him and the police arrested him. 

 

2008 – Ohio 

A Mr Brewster and friend decided to attempt to rob a Domino’s Pizza. In their rush to 

escape they ended up in the deep freeze where, surprisingly, they were left to cool 

their enthusiasm for some little while. 

 

1970 – Yorkshire – England 

Clive Bunyan was no fool. He concluded that it would be a good idea to disguise 

himself before robbing the village store and wore a motorcycle crash helmet. 

So how was he identified? 

He failed to notice he had written his name on the helmet. 

 

Excerpts taken from ‘A compendium of Legal Nonsense’ by Dr John Kirkhope with the 

kind permission of Dr John. 

 

 

 



Guardian Angel Prayer 

O Holy Angel at my side 

Go to church for me 

Kneel in my place at Holy Mass 

Where I desire to be  

At the offertory in my stead 

Take all I am and own 

And place it as a sacrifice 

Upon the altar throne. 

At Holy Consecrations bell 

Adore with seraph’s lore 

My Jesus hidden in the Host 

Come down from heaven above 

Then pray for those I dearly love 

And those who cause me grief 

That Jesus’ blood may cleanse all hearts 

And suffering souls relieve. 

And when the Priest Communion takes 

Oh bring my Lord to me 

That His sweet heart rest on mine 

And I his temple be 

Pray that this sacrifice divine 

May man-kinds sins efface 

Then bring me Jesus’ blessing home 

The pledge of every grace. 

 

 

From Sonia 



 

Riddle answers 

 

1. Remove the letter s and you have ix which is 9 in Roman numerals. 
2. Only one – 2nd January 
3. A goose or a duck. 
4. Ping – pong balls. 
5. Darkness. 
6. A comb. 
7. An envelope. 

 

 

Lenten Walk 
On Wednesday the 17th March, day 29 of the charity challenge, the two CAFOD 

Lent walkers shared a walk together to attend 10 am Mass at Corpus Christi 

church. Mike Usher-Clark walked to Our Lady of Lourdes from Corpus Christi 

and there met with Katie Davies and the two walked to Corpus Christi to attend 

the Mass. Katie made the return trip after mass. 

If you would like to make a donation to the CAFOD’s Lenten appeal their 

donation pages are; 

Katie: https://walk. cafod.org.uk/fundraising/cafod-walking-in-solidarity 

Mike: https:// walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/cafod-walk-for-water766 

Together they have so far completed over a million steps and raised over £1600. 

An excellent achievement – well done both of you. 

 

 

Traveller’s prayer 
 

                                     Alone with none but thee, my God 

I journey on my way. 

What need I fear when thou art near, 

Oh king of night and day? 

More safe am I within thy hand 

Than if a host did around me stand 

 

 

Saint Columba 

 

 

 

https://walk/


EDITORIAL TEAM 

Editor – in – chief Canon Tom 

Editor and compiler – Angela Clarke- to contact me;  

Phone 01934 647807 or email magazine101@btinternet.com 

Or left at the presbytery marked for my attention, or if OLOL given to Canon to bring 

back. 

Publishing and distribution Tracey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘A bad feather day’ – from Peter Ottley 

 

Please let me have any items for inclusion in the May issue please by April 23rd. 

Otherwise I can’t guarantee they will be included. 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  

       

  

      

Job Opportunity;- 

Carpenter from Nazareth needs joiners. 

Dorothy 

 

 

mailto:magazine101@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                          

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


