THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN

WESTON-SUPER-MARE
Corpus Christi • Our Lady of Lourdes • St Joseph’s
THIS WEEK
Advent Week 3
SUNDAY 13th December 2020
Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)
Entrance Antiphon
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.
Collect
O God, who see how your people faithfully await
the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we
pray, to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always with solemn
worship and glad rejoicing.
st

1 Reading

Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11

Gift
of the Holy SpiritMy soul rejoices in my God.
Psalm
Gift of the Holy Spirit
nd

2

Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Gospel Verse

The spirit of the Lord has
been given to me. He has
sent me to bring good news
to the poor.

Gospel

John 1:6-8. 19-28
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FROM VOICE TO WITNESS

In last Sunday’s extract from St Mark’s Gospel we see John the
Baptist described as a voice crying in the wilderness. This
Sunday in verses from St John’s Gospel John the Baptist
describes himself in this way to the priests and Levites.
However, in the Prologue to John’s Gospel (Jn 1:1-18) the
Evangelist describes John the Baptist as “a witness to speak for
the light” ( Jn 1:7-8). What we do not have in this Sunday’s
passage is verse 15 where we find John the Baptist’s assertion
that Jesus, the Light of the World, existed before him: “He who
comes after me ranks before me because he existed before
me”. If we are to take St Luke’s account of the births of John
the Baptist and Jesus we would say that Jesus was born 6
months after John ( Lk 1:57, 2:7). With the eyes of faith we can
see that in the Prologue John the Baptist was witnessing to the
“Pre-existence” of Jesus before his birth. Jesus, the Son of God,
took on human flesh when he came into this world. However,
as God he existed before time began.
So in preparing for our celebration of Jesus’ birth we bear
witness that Jesus is the Word made flesh, God and man. We
rejoice on this Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday that the great feast
of Christmas is near and that the Lord is near.
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 NOTICE BOARD
PLEASE PRAY FOR the repose of the souls of
Valerie Madden, Pat French, Anne Duxbury and
Paul Mapson who have passed away recently ‘May
they see the Light of Heaven. Amen’
THE DIVINE MERCY CANDLE is being kept alight
at Our Lady of Lourdes. This week we pray for
Jessie.
PRAYER - ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
JOURNEY IN FAITH (RCIA): At present we are not
meeting as a group and may not be able to meet for
the foreseeable future. However if you, or anyone
you know, is interested in finding out more about
our Catholic faith please contact Canon Tom or our
parish administrator Trace. We will then see how
best to go through the programme with you.
CHURCH DECORATIONS: Deacon Mike and Kitty
need your help in decorating Corpus Christi church
for Christmas. Please come along on Saturday the
19th December at 10.30am. Thank you.
STARTING SCHOOL? - If you have a child born
between 1st September 2016 and 31st August
2017, then now is the time to apply for a place at a
primary school for admission from September 2021
onwards. You must complete an application form
that is available from the schools admission team of
North Somerset Council. If your child has been
baptised and you are applying for a Catholic School,
you must also provide a copy of the baptism
certificate to the school. Please ensure you apply by
the closing date of the 1
 5th January 2021.
FOODBANK OLOL - Thank you to the parishioners
from all parishes who have donated so far - £605
has been raised. This will be spent on extra goodies
for Christmas but also to help boost the food bank
stocks in general. We have lists of what is required
and the demand is greater than ever. Barbara and
Penny will be making the Christmas delivery on the
15th December so if anyone else would like to
contribute financially, please feel free to do so.
Thank you for your generosity so far.

CAFOD WORLD GIFTS: World Gifts, CAFOD's
range of virtual gifts, make a real difference to
families living in poverty across the world. While
we have the coronavirus pandemic and lockdown
here, we can still be good neighbours to our sisters
and brothers overseas by giving World Gifts as
Christmas presents to family and friends. The Keep
Clean Kit gift for £6 and the Vegetable Garden gift
for £10 are just two gifts that will help vulnerable
families affected by the pandemic to protect and
feed themselves. Let’s spread joy and hope around
the
world
this
Christmas.
Visit
cafod.org.uk/worldgifts.
CELEBRATE ADVENT WITH CAFOD: After a year
of uncertainty, we all need the hope, peace and true
comfort and joy that the Advent season can offer.
CAFOD has a range of resources and virtual events
to help us come together online to pray, reflect and
celebrate as we prepare for the coming of our Lord.
Visit cafod.org.uk/parishes to learn more. We can
stretch out our hands to people living in poverty and
refugees by donating to CAFOD’s Advent Appeal at
cafod.org.uk/advent.
RED MISSIO BOXES CORPUS CHRISTI - During
this Codid19 situation, please would anyone with a
red mission box, empty it and put the money in a
bag or envelope and hand it in to Corpus Christi
Presbytery. Please label it ‘Red Box’ and ensure you
put your name on it. Please also collect your 2021
calendar and the latest Missio magazine from the
Church porch.
CLEANING VOLUNTEERS AT OLOL - As we have
a few Masses at Christmas, we are looking for a few
cleaners to stay and help with cleaning after Mass.
If you attend one of the Masses and happy to help,
please speak to Maricris or Sisi. Thank you.
VOLUNTEERS AT CC: To enable the Christmas
Masses to go ahead, we will need 2 stewards per
Mass and cleaners for after every Mass. Please
could you email or ring the parish office if you feel
you can help.
HEALTH AND SAFETY REPRESENTATIVE: The
Parish Finance Committee have a vacancy for a new
Corpus Christi Health and Safety Representative.
Please contact Canon Tom. The Parish thanks Alan
Malone for all his work in this role.

NUNS FROM BELARUS - Will visit our churches in
Weston next week-end. They are from St Elizabeth
Convent in Minsk. They will be selling Icons and
other religious items made in the convent. By
buying these goods you will be supporting their
invaluable work with marginalized people in their
country which is going through very difficult times
at the moment.
ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 3.30PM SUNDAY
13TH DECEMBER 2020 - As we are sadly unable
to meet and sing together for our traditional carol
service this year, we are planning a Carol Service
over the internet using Zoom. This will use the same
Zoom link as for our Corpus Christi Masses, and can
also be accessed by using a standard landline or
mobile phone. Dial 0203 481 5240 Then when
instructed by the voice over the phone enter the
meeting number : 922 2054 7539 followed by the
# key (found next to 0 button) Then when they
ask for your User ID just press the # key Finally
when asked enter the Passcode 123 followed by
the # key You will then automatically join the
Mass when it starts. Our Carol Service will be
aimed towards children and families, although
everyone is very welcome. I am hoping that some
children and parents might like to read some short
sections into the camera, and I also need volunteers
to sing a carol (the traditional ones we all know!) for
everyone to sing along with at home. If you would
like to be involved, please contact Julie Ottley asap,
via
the
parish
office
wsm.corpuschristi@cliftondiocese.com
I would like as many children as possible to draw or
paint a picture of a part of the Nativity Story to
share at the Carol Service. If you can scan or take a
photo of your picture and send it to
wsm.corpuschristi@cliftondiocese.com , that would
be brilliant!
PIGEON HOLES: Due to the COVID-19 rules and
regulations we have had to temporarily remove the
pigeon holes. This is to avoid any ‘traffic jams;’ and
the risk of contamination. We also need you all to
vacate the church immediately after every Mass.
CHRISTMAS MASSES AT OLOL - We would like
to thank Fr. Tom Kelly who will be celebrating all
our Masses this Christmas.
SECOND COLLECTION AT OLOL - Thank you to
our parishioners, who have worked hard to raise
money for our chosen charities this year
(Somewhere to Go, Mary’s Meals and Sight Savers).
So far, we have raised £565, but would like to
increase this with your kind generosity by donating
to our special second collection this weekend. Your
kind donations will be appreciated!

MASSES FOR CHRISTMAS AND THE OCTAVE.
You will need to book a seat at the Mass of your
choice this Christmas. There will be an extra Vigil
Mass but that may not be enough to accommodate
everyone who wants to attend. So the Bishops of
England and Wales have suggested that the other
Octave Masses i.e. Dec 26th until Jan 1st be
considered additional Masses to celebrate
Christmas liturgically. So please select only one of
the following Christmas Masses and phone or email
Corpus Christi or Our Lady of Lourdes. The weekend
Masses for 26th/27th Dec are the Solemnity of The
Holy Family and are likely to be busy so please also
book a place at one of these Masses:
CORPUS CHRISTI CHRISTMAS MASSES - Thurs
24th 6pm, 10:30pm - Fri 25th 11am. (The 4pm
Mass is now fully booked).
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHRISTMAS MASSES:
Thurs 24th 5:30pm, 8:30pm - Fri 25th 9.30am
POLISH MASSES AT CORPUS CHRISTI: Thurs
24th 8pm, Fri 25th 9am, Sat 26th 9am, Fri 1st Jan
9am.
OTHER OCTAVE MASSES: Sat 26th 12 noon (Our
Lady of Lourdes), 6pm (Corpus Christi). Sun 27th
9:15am (OLOL), 11am(CC), 6pm (CC)
Mon 28th 9:30am (CC). Tues 29th 9:30am (OLOL).
Wed 30th 10am(CC). Thurs 31st Dec 7pm (OLOL)
Fri 1st Jan 11am ( CC)
Corpus Christi 01934 621929 during office hours
of 9am - 12 noon Tuesday - Friday.
wsm.corpuschristi@cliftondiocese.com
Our Lady of Lourdes 01934 627137 or
07577773452
wsm.ourladyoflourdes@cliftondiocese.com
ALL MASSES WILL BE ON ZOOM: Also people
must NOT attend Mass in groups of more than 6 nor
with people from outside of their household or
support bubble. Those attending Mass must NOT
socialise/interact with people from outside of their
household or support bubble while inside the
church building. Those attending can only
socialise/interact with people from within their
household or support bubble while outside the
church building in groups of 6.
LIVE STREAMING AT OLOL - All Christmas
Masses will be live-streamed. Please visit our
channel by YouTube and search for ‘Catholic
Weston’ – an opportunity for all to join and to feel
the spirit of Christmas, in the comfort of your own
homes.

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK…
PARISH MASSES & INTENTIONS
SUNDAY
Third Sunday of
Advent
(Gaudete
Sunday)

MONDAY

6.00pm Sat

CC

Vigil Mass
Louis Thompson R.I.P

9am

CC

Mass in Polish

9.15am

OLOL

Mass
John Slattery R.I.P

6pm

CC

Mass
Deceased Parishioners

11.00am

CC

Mass
People of the Parish

9.30am

CC

Mass
Bill and Dorothy
Wareing R.I.P

9.30am

OLOL

Mass
Patrick Mc Teague
R.I.P

10.00am

CC

Mass
Gwen Ogden R.I.P

6.30pm

St. J’s

Mass in Polish

7.00pm

OLOL

Mass
Janet Simpson R.I.P
rd
(3 Death Anniversary)

9.30am

St. J’s

Mass in Polish

10.00am

CC

Mass
Frances, Peter and
Norman Ryley R.I.P

6.30pm

St. J’s

Mass in Polish

12.00noon

OLOL

Mass
Dennis and Muriel Birch
R.I.P

9.30am
10.00am

St. J’s
St. J’s

6.00pm Sat

CC

Vigil Mass
Patricia (Pat) Gillespie
R.I.P

9.00am

CC

Morning Prayer with Exposition
Liturgy of the Word followed by
st
Holy Communion (except the 1
Saturday of the month when there
will be a Mass)
Mass in Polish

3pm

CC

Syro-Malabar Mass

6pm

CC

Mass
Peace among Africans

Memorial of
Saint John o the
Cross, Priest.

TUESDAY
Weekday of
Advent

WEDNESDAY
Weekday of
Advent

THURSDAY
Weekday of
Advent II (O
Sapientia)

FRIDAY
Weekday of
Advent II (O
Adonai)

SATURDAY
Weekday of
Advent () Radix)

NEXT
SUNDAY

OTHER GROUPS & EVENTS

4th Sunday of
Advent

9.15am

OLOL

Mass
Janet Simpson R.I.P

11.00am

CC

Mass
People of the Parish

CONFESSIONS
Canon Tom is always happy to hear confessions on request or by
appointment but regular slots in the week are:
Saturday 12.30pm OLOL and 5pm CC. Sunday 5.40pm CC
Thursday 7.30pm OLOL
The glass door in the Confessional that separates Canon Tom from
the penitent will remain in place as a means to stop infection
transmission. After Confession, please cleanse with household
detergent anything you may have touched.

There will be a second collection for Home Mission.
Please note that the obligation to attend Mass is still
suspended.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
WESTON-SUPER-MARE
www.catholicweston.org

Dear Father and Members of the Congregation,
This weekend is the 5th Anniversary of the Paris Agreement on Climate (at COP21), when almost all
nations promised to keep global temperatures well below 2°C of historic levels, and if possible to no
more than 1.5 degrees.
You may or may not have gathered, in the newspaper euphoria, that the promises made by
governments at the time would have resulted in 3.5 degrees of warming, even if the “voluntary
commitments” were really implemented.
The idea was to come back in 5 years time (at COP26 in Glasgow) with planned carbon reductions
that would achieve the temperature target. This meeting will take place in November 2021 in
Glasgow.
But, the problem is, that no country, not even the UK which considers itself a LEADER on Climate
Change, has plans that get ANYWHERE NEAR the carbon cuts that are needed to keep global
temperature rises to the Paris Agreement 1.5 degrees hopes [1]. Net Zero by 2050 targets might
sound impressive, but climate Scientists , and the UK’s official Committee that provides the budgets,
are increasingly insistent that swift, steep cuts to greenhouse gases are needed to avoid the worst
climate, ecological and human emergency. The 10 point plan recently announced by the
Government is woefully insufficient.
As Christians in this church you are doing your best to follow Jesus and help your neighbours, and in
these difficult times, we are not wanting to add to anyone’s anxieties. It is not the ordinary “person
in the pew” just managing to keep heads above water in the “Covid situation”, who bears the
primary responsibility or ability to form a new green economy. It is governments. But, there is one
thing that you COULD do this week, to help our global neighbours who suffer most from flood, fire
and harvest failure right now, and our young people who are going to live through the consequences
of this generation’s actions.
We are asking you to write to or email your MP and ask them to support the new Climate and
Ecological Emergence Bill (https://www.ceebill.uk/). This is a private members bill. It was presented
to Parliament in September, supported by a cross party group of MP’s. It will be debated next
March and will need a large number of MPs from all parties to vote it into law.
The Climate Change Act 2008 was ground breaking in its day, but its targets will NOT reduce
emissions enough to nurture and restore the earth God gave us, or provide safety, food and life for
our neighbours or our children’s children.
If you have time, and feel a calling to join with other Christians in Bristol to work together on climate
justice , do contact us through email – christianclimateactionbristol@gmail.com or facebook Covid
restrictions at the time permitting, Bristol Christian Climate Action will be marking the 5th
Anniversary of the Paris Agreement. If you would like to join us, please contact us as above.
Thank you very much for reading this.
Sue Parfitt,
On behalf of Members of Bristol Christian Climate Action
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