THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN

WESTON-SUPER-MARE
Corpus Christi • Our Lady of Lourdes • St Joseph’s
THIS WEEK
13th Week of Ordinary Time
SUNDAY 28th JUNE 2020
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles
Collect
O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles
Peter and Paul give us the noble and holy joy of
this day, grant, we pray that your Church may
in all things follow the teaching of those
through whom she received the beginnings of
right religion.
1st Reading

Acts 12:1-11

Gift of the Holy Spirit
Psalm
From all my terrors the Lord
Gift of the Holy Spi
set me free

Peter and Paul, Rocks and Pillars of the Church
Canon Tom Gunning

2nd Reading

2 Timothy 4:6-8.17-18

Gospel Verse

You are Peter and on this
rock I will build my Church.
And the gates of the
underworld can never hold
out against it.

Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19

Giving
To donate to any of our parishes, please visit
corpuschristiweston.org/giving.

cliftondiocese.com

diocesan news and events

Corpus Christi, Our Lady of Lourdes, and St
Joseph’s parishes are all part of Clifton Diocese.
We pray for Bishop Declan Lang, and all the priests,
deacons, parishes, and people of our diocese.
Clifton Diocese is a Company Limited by Guarantee registered in
England and Wales under number 10462076. A registered
charity number 1170168. Registered office St Ambrose, North
Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol BS8 3PW

I often mention one of my teachers in Rome, Fr John
Fullenbach SVD. In a retreat he was giving he admitted
that he often thought that God had bad taste when he
looked at the people he chose to be priests. We might
say the same about his choice of Peter and Paul. Peter
is the leader of the apostles but he shows his weakness
by denying Jesus three times. Did he really understand
the revelation about Jesus as the Messiah (the Christ),
the Son of the living God? In the verses that follow our
Gospel passage today, Jesus calls Peter “Satan”
because the way he thinks is not God’s way. Paul was a
persecutor of Christians and yet God chose him to be a
fearless preacher to the Gentiles (the non-Jews). Paul
was the first Christian Theologian and has left us many
of his letters which explain and expand our faith. Peter
and Paul were unusual choices perhaps but they were
chosen to be the leaders of the early Church. We
honour them today and we ourselves are inspired to
respond to Jesus’ call to follow him. He calls all people
to be part of his rule or Kingdom. We are all called to
be saints, called to be holy. As St Paul wrote “I live, no
Christ lives in me.”
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NOTICE BOARD

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

Mass is now being offered online via Zoom. For the
link to join us, please subscribe to our email list via
the website. Mass is at 9am each day apart from
Wednesdays, which is 6.30
9am Sunday 28th - Kevin and Una Gunning R.I.P
9am Monday 29th - The Joyce Family R.I.P
9am Tuesday 30th - Robert Alford R.I.P
6.30pm Wednesday 1st - People of the Parish
9am Thursday 2nd - David and Josephine Mason
R.I.P
9am Friday 3rd - Christian Schultz R.I.P
9am Saturday 4th - John and Jean Roche R.I.P
READERS If you would be happy to read at one of
our Zoom masses, or sing a psalm, please contact
Richard who is coordinating this at:
rcashby@gmail.com
PLEASE PRAY FOR Sheila Sheehan and Charles
Gallegos who have both passed away recently. ‘May
they see the Light of Heaven’ Amen. Also for Nancy
Spenser who is currently in the BRI.
THE DIVINE MERCY CANDLE is being kept alight
at Our Lady of Lourdes, this week prayers and
intentions for the people of our parishes.
REFLECTION FROM C
 LIFTON DIOCESE
FEASTS OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL
This weekend, had it not been for Covid-19, many of
us would have been gathering at St. Brendan’s in
Bristol, for our annual diocesan day. It is always a
joyful occasion when we celebrate who we are as a
community of parishes far and wide. A striking
aspect of the day is the diversity of people who
come as individuals but with a common purpose.
Saints Peter and Paul, whose feast we celebrate
today, couldn’t have been more different, but they
were both called by Christ. Each had their own
mission, but it was part of the same calling. We
could say that they complimented each other in their
different approaches to the one mission. There isn’t
one of us who has it all. In our own following of
Jesus, we share what we have and allow others to
do the same, even if it means that we must let go of
our own preferences. Discipleship is an invitation to
respond to what Jesus wants of us, not what we
think is needed.

DIVINE MERCY CANDLE AT OLOL – If you would
like to light a candle for your special intentions (1
week), please ring Maricris - 07577773452 to book
an available date. The candles cost £5.00 and you
can drop your payment off to the presbytery or
through the Parish’s account. Thank you.
PRAYER - ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
PRIVATE PRAYER
While many of our churches are now open for times
of private prayer, it may be that some people would
be grateful to have resources available to aid that
prayer using their smartphones or tablets as we
cannot make books, reflection sheets etc available. I
realise that there are a number of useful sites online,
such as Universalis and pray-as-you-go, but I
wondered if some people might like to access the
resources that were made available for the National
Eucharistic Congress Adoremus.
Some of these, for prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament, are now collated under the ‘Further
Resources’ tab on our Liturgy Office section of the
website
and
may
be
accessed
here:
https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/adult-educat
ion/liturgy-office
CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN WESTON are to open
for Public Mass from Saturday 4th July, beginning
with the 12 noon Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes.
Sunday and weekday Mass times will return to
normal. However, there will be restrictions on
numbers who can come to Mass. If we are to
observe the one metre rule then all attend Mass will
have to wear face masks. Because of the size of St.
Joseph’s church the 6pm Sunday Mass will take
place in Corpus Christi. More information will be on
our website and in our weekly emails. Parishioners
may wish to attend a weekday Mass instead of a
Sunday Mass.

Cardinal's statement on resumption of
collective acts of worship
Press Release for immediate Release
23.6.20
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, president of the
Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales said:
I welcome the statement by the Prime Minister
earlier today, that places of worship are now able
to resume collective acts of worship from 4 July.
This is welcome news for members of all religions
in England. I thank all who have worked hard to
bring this about, not least my fellow religious
leaders.
As Catholics we now look forward to being able
to celebrate Mass together again from 4 July. We
have waited with patience and longing for this
moment, understanding the importance of
protecting the health of people in our society.
Now we are full of anticipation that we will be
able again to take part together in the Eucharist,
which lies at the centre of our faith.
It is important that we continue to abide by the
dioceses and parishes so everyone can be
confident that they may come to Mass securely
and understand the part they are to play in
protecting each other from any remaining risk of
infection.
The past few months have been a time of
fashioning new patterns of prayer, new ways of
exploring and enriching our faith and vigorous
ways of reaching out to those in need. We can
build on these, forgetting nothing of the graces
we have been given. Yet now, with the experience
of opening our churches for individual prayer
already gained, this return to the more normal
patterns of worship will be of great importance to
all Catholics.
This time of our ‘Eucharistic fast’ has made our
hearts grow in longing for that moment when we
can come together and receive again the Body
and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. That moment
is now very near and for that we thank God.
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